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Butaro, Rwanda — The University of Global Health Equity (UGHE) has received the ASPIRE-to-
Excellence Award in Innovative and Inspirational Approaches to Health Professions
Education, an internationally recognized distinction conferred by AMEE, the International
Association for Health Professions Education. The award recognizes UGHE's Health
Professions Education (HPE) Program, launched in 2023 to strengthen the educators who
prepare the next generation of health professionals, ultimately advancing how health
professionals are taught across Africa and beyond.

"We cannot transform health systems without transforming how we educate health
professionals. High-quality health care begins with high-quality pre-service education, and
exceptional educators are the foundation of that transformation. "Prof. Abebe Bekele, Deputy
Vice Chancellor Academics and Research, UGHE.

The HPE Program prepares educators and academic leaders to advance excellence in teaching,
assessment, curriculum design, educational research, technology-enhanced learning, faculty
development, and academic leadership. It offers progressive postgraduate certificate,
postgraduate diploma, and Master of Science pathways delivered through a flexible blended-
learning model, enabling working clinicians and educators to pursue advanced education while
remaining in practice. Its interprofessional model reflects the reality of healthcare delivery,
where different professions must learn, lead, and serve together.

The ASPIRE review recognized UGHE’s HPE program for its rigorous needs assessment,
evidence-based design, systematic implementation, and strong evaluation framework.
Reviewers also highlighted its focus on driving lasting institutional change by equipping
educators to enhance teaching and learning across classrooms, clinical settings, and health
systems.

The program is already strengthening health professions education across Rwanda. During its
initial implementation, UGHE trained 48 educators from 14 Ministry of Health-affiliated
institutions, including faculty from universities, teaching hospitals, and national regulatory
bodies. Program graduates have gone on to lead educational reforms within their institutions,
establish health professions education units, and strengthen teaching, assessment, curriculum
development, and faculty development. Building on this success, UGHE is now supporting
partner institutions in Rwanda and across the Consortium of Medical Schools in Africa (COMS-
A) to establish similar Health Professions Education programs, positioning UGHE as a reference
center of excellence for health profession education across the continent.
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The program is designed for a continental scale through the Consortium of Medical Schools in
Africa (COMS-A)'s Faculty Development Academy, with UGHE serving as the academic home.
Through this partnership, the UGHE and the Academy aims to prepare more than 200 health
professions educators across at least 40 African countries by 2030.

“This recognition reflects UGHE's commitment to advancing health equity through excellence
in education,” said Dr. Hiba Abuelgasim, Chair, Educational Development and Quality Centre,
UGHE. “By investing in educators, we are investing in every student they teach and every
patient those students will one day serve.”

With this recognition, UGHE further establishes itself as a leader in Health Professions
Education and a growing hub for faculty development, educational innovation, and health
workforce transformation. Building on the success of its HPE Program, UGHE will continue to
expand opportunities for advanced educator development through specialized programs in
Surgical Education and Nursing Education, followed by the launch of a PhD in Health
Professions Education. Together, these initiatives will create a comprehensive pathway for
developing educational leaders, advancing scholarship, and transforming health professions
education across Africa, in support of UGHE's mission to advance health equity through
education.
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